
1 

National 

Transportation 

Safety Board 

General Aviation 

Forum 

Search and Rescue  

Operations 

July 17-18, 2012 

Panel #1 



International Civil Aviation 

Organization 

International Convention on Civil 

Aviation (1944) 

International Maritime Organization 

International Convention on 

Maritime Search and Rescue (1979) 

Global SAR 
Plan 

Int’l Aeronautical & 

Maritime SAR 

(IAMSAR) Manual 

International SAR System 

Nations provide the 

Global SAR Framework  

SAR services are 

provided individually 

or in cooperation with 

other States 
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U.S. SAR 

System 
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National SAR Committee 
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 “. . . provide a standing committee 

to oversee the National SAR Plan 

and coordinate interagency SAR 

matters.” 

 “. . . provide a forum for preliminary 

development of interagency 

positions in SAR matters.” 

 “. . . provide for an interface with 

other national agencies involved 

with emergency services.” 

NSARC Objectives 

6 



ICAO: Convention on Civil 
Aviation (1944) 

IMO: International SAR 
Convention (1979) 

Global SAR 
Plan 

Int’l Aeronautical & Maritime SAR 
(IAMSAR) Manual 

U.S. SAR 

System 

CG 
Addendum 

Land SAR 
Addendum 

CISAR 
Addendum 

- U.S. Nat’l SAR Plan - 
Nat’l SAR Supplement 

National SAR Committee 
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• 19-Page Plan  

• Formal agreement among the National SAR 

Committee member Departments and Agencies 

• Assigns Federal SAR Coordinator (SC) 

responsibilities 

http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/cg534/manuals/Natl_SAR_Plan(2007).pdf 8 



Federal SAR Coordinators (SC) 

U.S. Northern 

Command 

Continental United 

States 

U.S. Pacific 

Command 

Alaska 

U.S. Coast Guard 

All U.S. maritime SAR 

regions, HI and U.S. 

navigable waters and 

waters under U.S. 

jurisdiction 

National SAR Plan: 

Federal SAR Coordinators 

(SCs) 
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National Search and Rescue 

Supplement 

http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/cg534/manuals/Natl_SAR_Supp.pdf 

Guidance to Federal 

Agencies on 

implementing the 

National SAR Plan 

Specific additional 

national guidance 

builds upon the 

IAMSAR Manual 
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U.S. SAR 

Regions 
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U.S. Northern Command 

Federal SC 

Continental United States 

Air Force  

Rescue Coordination Center 

Tyndall AFB 

Panama City, Florida 
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U.S. Pacific 

Command 

Federal SC 

Alaska 

Alaska 

Rescue Coordination Center 

Elmendorf AFB 

Anchorage, Alaska 

13 



14 

U.S. Coast Guard 

Federal SAR Coordinator 

All U.S. maritime SAR regions, HI 

and U.S. navigable waters and 

waters under U.S. jurisdiction 
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U.S. Maritime SAR 

Regions: 

Pacific Ocean 

U.S. Coast Guard 


